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DOMANDE PER TANJA BIVIC

 1.    Who is Tanja Bivic Plankar, and what is your background?

Tanja Bivic Plankar stands for a creative woman who loves to learn 
and explore. It stands for a little girl who once wanted to become an
astronaut, actually performed in a circus fire show and is not afraid 
of the unknown. It also stands for a mother and a wife, a woman 
with strong opinions that she is ready to defend. 

Considering that my working background is pretty versatile, it all 
comes down to one contact point - communication. I have studied 
social work and sociology, human resources, later I worked as a 
tourist worker, but 12 years at the Slovenian national television 
certainly influenced my working life and me as a person the most. I 
was fortunate that I witnessed the process of the digitalization of TV
Slovenia in person and learned a lot from that. It was also a time 
when it became clear that television will have to connect with social
media and the internet to reach the viewers that are not interested 
in following the regular television program. It was the start of 
television on demand, the problem of fake news started to appear, 
the reality tv exposed different ways to engage viewers. It was and 
still is a time with many challenges, and the process of digitalization 
in terms of television and programs is far from over because, in the 
meantime, other technologies appeared: AI, VR, AR, big data and 
blockchain technology. Those that will be implemented among the 
first will probably be the most successful. 



2.    How did you discover the world of blockchain?

I usually say it is a family business. My husband is a part of a 
company called Netis that is exploring blockchain technology 
literally since Bitcoin was launched. I became interested a bit later, 
during the Ethereum, the DAO hack and the fork that followed. I 
know that at that time, I wanted to know more about 
cryptocurrencies, the underlying technology, the people that were 
involved in the space… and I concluded that the new revolution is 
really happening and this is something that I have to witness in 
person. I also needed a career change, so I started to work with 
several blockchain projects at that time as a communication and 
press relations expert, and now I am here to stay. 

3.    Did you have difficulties at first entering this new world? If so, 
which ones, or did you start out great right away?

There was a lot I had to learn about blockchain technology, and I 
know there is still a lot I have to learn. But luckily enough, I combine
new knowledge with the old. For me, the unique challenge was also 
when we founded Blockchain Alliance Europe, an NGO that strives 
for the mass adoption of blockchain technology and 
cryptocurrencies, and I was elected as its president. There is much 
responsibility that comes with such a title, and you have to stand 
your ground firmly in order to express opinions eloquently. I notice 
that specific topics in crypto and blockchain sphere tend to be 
painted with one colour, for example, the ICO hype. Yes, it is true 
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that there were a lot of scams and that many people saw this only 
as an opportunity to make a quick buck. But this is not the entire 
truth. There are also good, firm, reliable projects that were founded,
and they may also become the unicorns of the new era. 

What I resent the most is that people seem to bend the truth and 
manipulate the facts as they suit them. Once most prominent 
evangelists and promotors of the tokens are today's greatest critics. 
The truth is based on data, facts, methodology, and professional 
interpretation of the events, not on opinions. 

4.    If I have to explain to a child or an elderly person what 
blockchain is, what do you tell them?

I actually spoke once with an elderly journalist, that had an opinion 
that blockchain technology is actually rubbish. He based that 
opinion on the fact that when we started using computers in 
everyday life, his editor could make changes to his text that were 
sometimes very hard to notice.  He hated that and pointed out that 
the changes were evident when he wrote the texts with the 
typewriter. My response to his problem was that with the use of 
blockchain technology, every change would be visible. Why? If we 
use blockchain technology, it would be like we all share the same 
document, a piece of paper. And we all, at the same time, see if 
changes of the document are made, we also see who made them 
and when and all the copies of the changes can be seen and can not 
be tampered with. This is really a very simple explanation, there is 
much more to it, but I think it works if you want to explain the very 
basics. 



5.    Do you think this technology is and will be, the revolution of 
the world?

Every new technology that appears redefines the way we perceive 
the world. Every new technology offers solutions to different, but 
not to all problems. The same is with blockchain technology, and it 
has solutions for issues that relate to immutability, decentralization,
and transparency. We must know that blockchain technology is not 
a magic wand, but it can lead to a fairer, better tomorrow. 

6.    So, do you advise anyone who still doesn't know anything 
about blockchain technology to study, learn, apply, and stay up to 
date, otherwise you'll stay out of the system and out of the world?

Yes, you have to learn about all the innovation in the world, discuss 
all the critical issues, ask for relevant, science-based information. 
Otherwise, you can be easily persuaded that there is no global 
warming, that vaccines cause autism and that the earth is flat. And 
no, not everyone is entitled to their own opinion, not about the 
issues that endanger the very existence of our planet. 

7.    Did you attend the Blockchain summit in Malta last year or 
this year, how did it go?

Yes, the members of Blockchain Alliance Europe attended the Delta 
summit last year in Malta. It was shocking how many people 



attended, and I think it was around 4.000 people. We certainly 
made some valuable connections during our stay. 

8.    Many people think that the world of blockchain is a scam. 
What do you think about it?

I think that people who think the world of blockchain is a scam 
should educate themselves a little better. I usually hear that Bitcoin 
and other cryptocurrencies are used for criminal activities because 
they are anonymous and can’t be tracked. That is not true. Every 
transaction that you do on blockchain stays there forever. And if you
are only once identified in the system, all the transactions that you 
made can be tracked. So blockchain technology is not suitable for 
criminal activities. 

There are and will be people that are driven into something new by 
all the wrong reasons, that will try to exploit the ignorance of the 
uneducated — that is why education is the key. This is something 
that the members of Blockchain Alliance Europe firmly believe. 
Again, do not make assumptions, ask for science-based facts. 

9.     What do you think is interesting and beautiful about the 
future of blockchain? From now until five years what will be your 
projects always on the blockchain? 

There are always predictions about blockchain technology and 
cryptocurrencies, but at this time, no one knows precisely what will 



happen. On the other hand, we know what will happen with 
blockchain projects. Very few will be very successful because they 
will be there at the right time in the right place, they will solve 
actual problems, they have great teams, etc.… Like any other 
project, the processes are the same as in any other business or 
start-up world. It is survival of the best, the fittest, the most 
adaptable. 

10.    Thank you for this beautiful and rich interview and if you 
have anything else to add...

Learn, explore, discover - be the master of your faith. 


